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times. This time I think we can get it
past the Senate as well.

——
ORDER OF BUSINESS

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to take my Special
Order at this time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
KUHL of New York). Is there objection
to the request of the gentlewoman
from California?

There was no objection.

———

SMART SECURITY AND REACHING
OUT TO THE MUSLIM WORLD

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, the
Bush administration has done a woe-
fully inadequate job of reaching out to
the Muslim world. To quote an oft-used
phrase, ‘“They never seem to miss an
opportunity to miss an opportunity.”

I believe that fundamentally they
fail to understand that most Muslims
do not want to blow up Western sites
and buildings; they want to live in a
free society, one which allows them to
worship the God of their choosing and
raise their children in safety, much
like every American.

Unfortunately, the Bush administra-
tion because of this lack of under-
standing has twisted the September 11
attacks in order to achieve a veritable
clash of societies. The President uses
phrases like ‘‘us versus them’ and
‘“‘you are either with us or against us.”
Quotes like these cause many non-
violent Muslims to oppose the United
States as they see a U.S. engaged in a
war not against terrorism but against
Muslims. They see the United States as
a colonial occupier, not as a liberating
government.

This has encouraged radical Muslim
groups to step up their recruiting and
their tactics. The net result is 3% years
after September 11, Americans are
much less safe, not safer than they
were. Instead of responding by reaching
out to the Muslim world to address the
root causes of terrorism, deprivation,
resource scarcity and lack of edu-
cational opportunities, this adminis-
tration invaded Iraq, a country that
was not previously a haven for terror-
ists and had no relationship whatso-
ever to the events of September 11.

Regardless, in April 2003, the United
States invaded Iraq with the support of
a weak coalition of nations. Most coun-
tries, even those that fought in the
first Gulf War in 1991, chose not to
enter the second war in Iraq. They
could not legitimize a war based on
such faulty and wavering premises as
the ones we heard in late 2002 and early
2003.

The war has been a disaster from
nearly the beginning. Since April 2003,
more than 1,600 American soldiers and
at least 24,000 Iraqi civilians have paid
for this arrogant foreign policy with

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

their lives. At least another 12,000
Americans soldiers have been seriously
wounded and of course the U.S. has in-
curred a tremendous financial burden,
so far a $200 billion IOU.

Instead of addressing the threat of
future terrorism by engaging the Mus-
lim world through smart national secu-
rity policies, the Bush administration
took the fight to a country that be-
came a terrorist enclave only after the
U.S. invaded. It is quite clear that the
war in Iraq was the worst possible re-
sponse to the 9/11 terrorist attacks. In-
stead of stopping terrorism, the war
has actually hindered our efforts, in-
cluding any effort to capture Osama
bin Laden.

But fortunately, there is another
way. Over the last 2 years, I have de-
veloped and refined a national security
platform called SMART Security.
SMART is Sensible, Multilateral
American Response to Terrorism for
the 21st Century. Unlike our current
policies, it will achieve real results.
SMART Security will ensure America’s
security by reaching out and engaging
the Muslim world. Instead of rushing
off to war for the wrong reasons,
SMART  Security encourages the
United States to work with other na-
tions to address the most pressing
global issues.

There is a demonstrated link between
debt relief and lack of support for ter-
rorism, which is why the SMART plat-
form will encourage wealthy nations to
provide debt relief and developmental
aid for the world’s poorest countries.

Not every international problem has
a military answer; and that is why
SMART Security will prevent ter-
rorism, by addressing the very condi-
tions which give rise to terrorism in
the first place.

SMART Security also encourages de-
mocracy building, human rights edu-
cation, conflict resolution through
nonmilitary means, educational oppor-
tunities for women and girls, and
strengthening civil society programs in
the developing world.

Programs like these are the best way
to encourage democracy in countries
like Iraq, not through wars that cause
thousands of deaths, cost billions of
dollars. The SMART approach is a way
to reach out to the Muslim world. It is
time we stop putting all of our eggs in
the military basket and start getting
smart about our national security.

————

ORDER OF BUSINESS

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to
take my Special Order at this time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina?

There was no objection.

CHARGES DROPPED
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.
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Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, my intent tonight was to
come to the floor and talk about my
opposition to CAFTA, which I think is
a bad policy for the future of America.

But tonight I am glad to come to the
floor after 4 weeks of coming and talk-
ing about Lieutenant Ilario Pantano, a
Marine who was charged with murder
for actions he took as a Marine officer
in Iraq over a year ago. I have been on
the floor for 4 weeks saying this man
should never have been charged. He did
his job as a Marine officer. But because
of circumstances of a sergeant who did
not like the gentleman, he filed
charges 2% months later.

I am pleased to say this past Friday
I was notified by the attorney for Lieu-
tenant Pantano that the hearing offi-
cer, Major Wynn at Camp Lejeune,
North Carolina, in my district, has de-
cided that he will recommend these
charges be dropped: two charges of pre-
meditated murder that should never
have happened. But Major Wynn will
now send his recommendations to Gen-
eral Huck who is in Iraq, and it is my
hope and prayer that General Huck
will agree with the hearing officer and
drop these charges.

Mr. Speaker, what has been said
about this is Lieutenant Pantano loves
America. He had been a soldier during
Desert Storm, came back, went back to
his home State of New York, went to
college and graduated in 3 years. He
went into the stock market selling en-
ergy stocks making six figures. But
shortly after September 11, he felt a
passion because he had his brother and
sister killed in the Twin Towers by ter-
rorism, so he went back into the Ma-
rine Corps and was made an officer.

Shortly after the shooting in Iraq, he
was actually recommended for pro-
motion by the officer in charge, that he
was competent and a real leader and
the type of person that they needed to
promote in the Marine Corps. But 2%
months later, a sergeant who was de-
moted by Lieutenant Pantano weeks
before is the one who made the charges
2% months later. But the good news to-
night is that the hearing officer has
made a recommendation that the
charges of murder be dropped against
Lieutenant Pantano.

Mr. Speaker, last Friday I had the
pleasure to speak with Mary Pantano
who stood by her son for months, and I
had the pleasure to talk with her. I was
convinced, even before I met her son,
who is a wonderful man, I would love
to have as a son or son-in-law, and she
convinced me her son could not have
done anything more than what he
should have done as a Marine officer.

So tonight, as I begin to close, I
thank God Almighty that he has
helped the Pantano family, both the
mother; wife, Jill; and the two cute
boys who are his sons; and also Lieu-
tenant Pantano.

Mr. Speaker, I close tonight by ask-
ing God, I think about our men and
women in uniform in Iraq and Afghani-
stan, how difficult it must be for them
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